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Agenda no. 8 

 

www.communityenterprisespl12.co.uk                   4 Fore Street, Saltash PL12 6JL 

 
Report to Saltash Town Council: March 1 2018 
 
 
The Annual Report just submitted brings the Town Council generally up to date with our 
work. We seem to be in a period of consolidation.  
 
I would only wish to highlight at this stage that: 
 
18 Belle Vue Road  We still have one vacant room to let, and we would appreciate 
hearing from any councillor who knows anyone who might be interested in considering a 
rental.  There will be a feature on this project in the  April Issue of Love Saltash 
 
Health and Care  The NHS  St Barnabas Group meets again this coming week after 
the frustrating first meeting of the year which I reported last month. I hope there is 
something more positive to report as a result. We have asked for news on financing the 
Surgeries to replace the MIU; and on replacing the lost beds back in the town.  
 
Adult Education  One new possibility is a partnership with our neighbours at 6 Fore 
Street to expand use of the facility to benefit the town.  
 
Belle Vue Car Park West  We are seeking funding to refurbish the abandoned toilet 
block, to provide facilities for projects or businesses. We have come to an agreement 
with Cornwall Council on a lease. 
 
 
 
Peter Thistlethwaite 
Chair 
February 24 2018 
 

 

 

 

http://www.communityenterprisespl12.co.uk/
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No report.  Please see Full Town Council Reports Pack 11.01.18. on the website for 
latest minutes. 
 
 

Agenda no. 11 - Minutes for Approval 

DRAFT Full Town Council Minutes 1st February 2018 – Please see website. 
DRAFT Town Council (Planning) Minutes 20th February 2018 – Please see website. 
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Agenda no. 17 

 
Saltash Town Council Agenda item 17 for 1st March 2018. 
Report from councillor Mike Parker to be considered by Council. 
 

1. Introduction. 

I have strong views on the topic to which these papers refer i.e. the council’s 

proposal of January 2017 to the Diocese of Truro to add 2 ‘missing’ Fireman’s 

names to the St Stephen’s memorial. 

I was involved and took a prominent part in the proposal as a representative of the 

community Fire station. 

I am aware that new councillors may not be familiar with the topic. I should be very 

happy to brief colleagues on the background which involves the fact that 6 Saltash 

Fireman were killed in the Plymouth blitz of 1941. All their names are recorded on 

every relevant war memorial, National and local, Except for the one at St 

Stephen’s, Closest to where they are all buried. 

 

2. Declaration of interest. 

I was not a councillor at the time this matter was discussed and I have no financial 

interest, but given the sensitivity over interest I feel it is safer to mention this. 

 

3. Draft agreement from the Diocese should Council wish to take over ‘ownership’ / 

responsibility for the St Stephen’s War Memorial. 

I believe this can be dealt with very quickly. I am not legally qualified but I hope to 

have some common sense. 

This is such a one-sided document. The Diocese seems to want to keep all the 

power and none of the responsibility. 

There is no way I could justify agreeing to these terms on behalf of my constituents 

for maintaining the memorial almost 100 years old subject to considerable wear 

and tear from the weather. 

However, it is the follow-up letter to our town clerk that I find most disturbing and I 

believe needs investigating. 

 

4. E-mail follow-up letter to our town clerk. 

I have to say that I believe the Town Clerk has done a very good job with his 

questions in an attempt to get clarification. Judging by the response he must feel 

it was the verbal and written equivalent of walking through mud! 

I can understand that because of the ownership proposal, the original request to 

add the 2 names and pay for the work as proposed by the then mayor, councillor 

Hilary Frank, and approved 10- 3 by council in January 2017 has been put on hold. 
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However, given that the process should have been well underway the question 

has to be asked why the Diocese was approached with a view to STC taking on 

ownership. I understand this was never suggested by the Burial Board (BB) or 

Council. 

Yet at the BB meeting on 14th February 2018 Churchwarden Barry Jones told me 

it was him who suggested the transfer. 

Surely, we have a right to expect the Church representatives on our BB to have 

the courtesy to tell us what they want to do or even have done, over a topic that 

affects STC directly? 

 

I understand an interested party has discussed the proposal / draft agreement with 

Rev Cathy Sigrist. She has said she knew nothing about it. This surely begs the 

question as to who had the authority to suggest to the Diocese that the STC was 

interested in taking over responsibility for the memorial. 

 

I believe and propose that our town clerk ask Rev Sigrist how this request came 

about from the Parochial Church Council (PCC) or an individual and why, as it 

appears to have been made from a Church representative on BB, neither the board 

nor the council appear to have known anything about it until the communication 

from the Diocese. I believe this was discourteous. 

 

Perhaps we need a code of conduct for representatives on council committees? 

 

The town clerk was right to question the involvement of the PCC. Although STC 

voted overwhelmingly in favour of adding the 2 names, we were reminded by Mr 

Barry Jones, churchwarden, at the last BB that the PCC-in an extraordinary vote-

voted 1 for the request by STC, 4 against and 10 abstentions, the majority appear 

to have needed more information. 

 

STC can hardly have any confidence this will change, particularly as their meetings 

are apparently closed. The town clerk asked to attend to justify and present the 

council case but was refused. 

How can the PCC operate properly and make proper decisions if it does not have 

all the facts and evidence? 

The Diocese letter says that if there was an agreement “the town council will have 

ultimate control over the memorial subject to Faculty Jurisdiction”. 

This is surely a contradiction of terms. The Diocese offers us the responsibility but 

not the final say. How could any competent body accept such terms? What is in it 

for STC? 

 

The letter says that if STC does not want ownership of the memorial but wants to 

pursue its request to add 2 names it should go through the owners, The PCC. 
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Here is another contradiction as they say that they have already been processing 

our original request of January 2017 through their usual channel i.e. the 

Chancellor! 

Why do we need to do this? STC applied over a year ago in accordance with 

church advice and this is the result. 

 

I propose the following; 

 

A. Reply to this letter that STC has never considered or proposed ownership of 

the memorial. It was apparently a PCC or individual proposal. 

 

B. The request appears to have been made by a local individual representing 

himself and/or the PCC without any consultation or agreement with the council. 

 

C. STC presented a proposal for adding the names of 2 Fireman killed in the 1941 

blitz in January 2017 and has heard nothing since it completed the appropriate 

Diocese application form for the decision by the Chancellor, other than the 

ownership proposal which has clearly now delayed the process. 

 

D. STC would like the Diocese to continue its proposal in the relevant process 

including, we understand, the opportunity for the local community to contribute 

their views. 
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Agenda No. 18 – Committee Minutes for Approval 
 
DRAFT Burial Authority Minutes Wednesday 14th February 2018 – Please see website. 
DRAFT Burial Board Minutes Wednesday 14th February 2018  – Please see website. 
DRAFT Staffing Committee Minutes Tuesday 20th February 2018 – Please see website. 
 
 
 
Agenda No. 19 – Sub-Committee Minutes for Approval 
 
Business Strategy & Forward Planning Minutes Thursday 8th February 2018 – Please 
see website. 
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Agenda no.21 

E-mail to Catherine Thomson 
c.c. Ray Lane 
 
 
SUMMER HANGING BASKETS 2018  
 
As you are aware, STC passed responsibility for the above to the CIC and at our Board 
Meeting last week the attached application for S.106 funding was approved. 
 
We hope to obtain some sponsorship to offset the cost but, at this stage, have no 
commitment for such. 
 
 
 
Peter Ryland 
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