
OPERATION 
LONDON 
BRIDGE

Death of Senior National Figure 



Marking the Death 

ÅThe Sovereign

ÅMembers of the Royal 
Family

ÅP.M. or Former P.M.

ÅServing MP

ÅMayor / Council Leader

ÅOther Prominent Person



Operational Code 
Names

ÅHyde Park Corner ςHM King George VI              
Communication Code 

ÅHope Not ςSir Winston Churchill 
planning 1953

ÅTay Bridge ςHM Queen Mother 
planning 1953

ÅLondon Bridge ςHM the Queen 
planning 1960

ÅForth Bridge ςHRH The Duke of Edinburgh  
planning 1960

ÅMenai Bridge ςHRH The Prince of Wales 
planning 1968



Time Table ς
What could 
Change

ÅD+1 = Proclamation Day could change due 
to Bank Holiday, Christmas, Election etc. ς
Follow Buckingham Palace lead

ÅPlace of Death ςIf in Scotland change of 
plans

ÅD+10 = Public Holiday, unless on a Saturday 
ςno extra day

ÅD+10 = If on a Sunday Funeral will be on 
D+11

ÅPlan for additional overtime to cover Flag 
Raising / Lowering   

ÅD+11 = Removal of Flowers and Flag 
returns to Full Mast



Types of Funerals

ÅState Funeral     
HM King George VI

ÅCeremonial Royal Funeral  
Diana Princess of Wales

ÅNon-ceremonial Royal Funeral 
HRH The Duke of Windsor

ÅCeremonial State Funeral ς
Margaret Thatcher



National Mourning 
Time Table

ÅD Day = Date of Death 

ÅD+1 = * Proclamation Day (London) 

ÅD+2 = * Proclamation Day

ÅD+? = Middle Sunday ςCivic Services

ÅD4-6 to D9 = Lying in State 

ÅD10 = Date of Funeral

* Sovereign only



Trains

ÅIf Death occurs in either 
Sandringham or Scotland

ÅDeceased will be 
transported by train into 
London  

ÅTrain journey will be 
broadcast live

ÅThree trains 

ÅTrains will travel ay 40mph, 
slowing to 10 mph when 
passing through a station

ÅCivic party on platform



Council Services

ÅBusiness as usual, mixed 
with grief

ÅInstigate your Action 
Plan

ÅPublic Holiday



Protocol 
Guidance

ÅCouncil Services

ÅTime Table

ÅFlags

ÅCondolence Books

ÅChurch Services

ÅFlowers



Council Service

Web Page

Events & Meetings

Dress Code

Proclamation 



Web Page

Change

Change Front Page ς
to include a picture 
of deceased

Include

Include sympathetic 
message from 
Mayor / Chairman

Include

Include additional 
Tabs



Photograph of Deceased

Year of Birth ςYear of Death

Council Services
Condolence 

Books
Church Services Flowers

Flags & 
Proclamation



Careful Thought - Respect

Mood of the Nation

Cancellation / Reschedule

Insurance Cover

SENSITIVITY


